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Michigan Lutheran Seminary 
Concert Choir Program of Music 2020-21

The special purpose of Michigan Lutheran Seminary is to prepare high school 
students for the public ministry of the Gospel, encouraging them to enroll in the 

WELS College of Ministry, Martin Luther College.

PART ONE

God’s Word is Our Great Heritage (CW 293) ............................... Fritz Reuter  (1863-1924)

God’s Word is our great heritage
And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age
Shall be our chief endeavor.

Through life it guides our way,
In death it is our stay.

Lord, grant, while worlds endure,
We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations.

Amen.

O Sing to God the Lord ............................................................. Hans Hassler (1564-1612)

O sing to God the Lord, sing to him new songs!
O sing to God the Lord all the nations.

And bless his holy name now and forever.
Declare his glorious, mighty salvation from one day to the next.

Declare his glory to the nations, glorious is he.
Declare to all humankind good and wondrous are his deeds.
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Go Not Far From Me .............................................................. Nicola Zingarelli (1752-1837)
 

Go not far from me, O God;
Cast me not away in the time of age:

Forsake me not when my strength faileth me.

O let my mouth be filled with Thy praise;
That I may sing Thy glory and honor all the day long.

I Run to Christ (new in CW 2021) ............................................................. Habegger/Ijames
 Student Conductor: Hannah Rux

I run to Christ when chased by fear and find a refuge sure.
“Believe in Me,” His voice I hear; His words and wounds secure.

I run to Christ when torn by grief and find abundant peace.
“I too had tears,” He gently speaks; thus joy and sorrow meet.

I run to Christ when worn by life and find my soul refreshed.
“Come unto Me,” He calls through strife; fatigue gives way to rest.

I run to Christ when vexed by hell and find a mighty arm.
“The devil flees,” the Scriptures tell; he roars but cannot harm.

I run to Christ when stalked by sin and find a sure escape.
“Deliver me,” I cry to Him; temptation yields to grace.

I run to Christ when plagued by shame and find my one defense.
“I bore God’s wrath,” He pleads my case, my Advocate and Friend.

I run to Christ, in joy, in grief, and worship at His feet.



The King of Love My Shepherd Is (CW 375) ............................................ arr. Paul Bouman
 Piano: Eli Slangor  Clarinet: Olivia Needham

The congregation sings the verses as indicated.

Congregation:
The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness fails me never;

I nothing lack if I am his
And he is mine forever

Choir women:
Where streams of living water flow, 

My Savior gently leads me;
And where the verdant pastures grow,

With food celestial feeds me.

Choir:
Confused and foolish oft I strayed,

But yet in love he sought me,
And on his shoulder gently laid

And home, rejoicing, brought me.

Congregation:
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill

With you, dear Lord, beside me;
Your rod and staff my comfort still;

Your cross before to guide me.

Choir sopranos:
You spread a table in my sight,

A banquet here bestowing;
Your oil of welcome, my delight;

My cup is overflowing!

Instrumental Interlude

Congregation:
And so through all the length of days

Your goodness fails me never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise,

Within your house forever!
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The Morning Trumpet .................................................................... arr. Michael Richardson

O when shall I see Jesus and reign with Him above,
And shall hear the trumpet sound in that morning;

And from the flowing fountain drink everlasting love,
And shall hear the trumpet sound in that morning.

Refrain: O shout, “Glory!” I shall mount above the skies
When I hear the trumpet sound in that morning.

But now I am a soldier, my captain’s gone before,
And I hear the trumpet sound in that morning.

He’s given me my orders and he bids me ne’er give o’er,
Till I hear the trumpet sound in that morning.

Refrain

When shall I be delivered from this vain world of sin,
And shall hear the trumpet sound in that morning.

And with my blessed Jesus drink endless pleasures in,
And shall hear the trumpet sound in that morning.

Refrain

PART TWO

What Sweeter Music ........................................................................................ John Rutter
 Organ: Lily Herman

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing

The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,

And give the honour to this day
That sees December turn to May.
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Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn
Thus on the sudden? Come and see

The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
’Tis he is born, whose quickening birth

Gives life and lustre, public mirth,
To heaven and the underearth.

We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.

The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room

To welcome him. The nobler part
Of all the house here, is the heart,

Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly, and this ivy wreath,

To do him honour; who’s our King,
And Lord of all this revelling.

My Lord has Come ................................................................................................ Will Todd
 

Shepherds, called by angels, called by love and angels:
No place for them but a stable.

My Lord has come.

Sages, searching for stars, searching for love in heaven;
No place for them but a stable.

My Lord has come.

His love will hold me, his love will cherish me, love will cradle me.

Lead me, lead me to see him, sages and shepherds and angels;
No place for me but a stable.

My Lord has come.
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He Was Wounded ................................................................................. arr. Craig Courtney
 Piano: Andy Liu

He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was crushed for our iniquities,

The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him,
And with His wounds we are healed.

He was despised, He was rejected,
One from whom men hide their faces.

Man of sorrows, with grief acquainted we esteemed Him not.

All we like sheep have gone astray, 
Each of us turned to his own way,

And the Lord has laid on Him all of our sin.

Surely He took up all of our suffering.
Surely He carried our sorrows.

Yet we considered Him afflicted, smitten, stricken by God.

God So Loved the World ............................................................. John Stainer (1840-1901)
 

God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
That whoso believeth in Him should not perish

But have everlasting life.

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world,
But that the world through Him might be saved.

God so loved the world.

Christ the Lord is Risen Today (CW 157) ....................................................... Lynne Pickett
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!

Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia!
Thus, to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia
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Jesu, Priceless Treasure (CW 349) ................................................. J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Jesu, priceless treasure,
Source of purest pleasure,

Truest friend to me,
Ah, how long I’ve panted,
And my heart hath fainted,
Thirsting, Lord, for Thee!

Thine I am, o spotless Lamb!
I will suffer naught to hide Thee,

Naught I ask beside Thee.

In Thine arm I rest me,
Foes who would molest me

Cannot reach me here,
Though the earth be shaking,

Every heart be quaking, 
Jesus calms my fear;

Fires may flash, and thunders crash,
Yea, and sin and hell assail me,

Jesus will not fail me.

Hence with earthly treasure,
Thou art all my pleasure, 

Jesu, all my choice.
Hence, thou empty glory,
Naught to me thy story,

Told with tempting voice;
Pain, or loss, or shame, or cross,

Shall not from my Saviour move me,
Since He deigns to love me.

Hence all fears and sadness,
For the Lord of gladness,

Jesus, enters in;
They who love the Father,

Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within;

Yea, whate’er I here must bear, 
Still in Thee lies purest pleasure,

“Jesu, priceless treasure.”
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PART THREE

Lord, You Have Been Our Dwelling Place ...................................................... Lloyd Larson
 Piano: Lily Herman  Brass Quartet: Hannah Rux, Camille Yin
        Justin Peter, Spencer Biga
 

The congregation is invited to sing the final verses as indicated.

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
Throughout all generations.

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
Before the mountains were born.

Before the earth was created,
You have been our dwelling place.

Teach us to number our days aright
That we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Satisfy us in the morning that we may sing,
We may sing for joy all our days!

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
Throughout all generations.

Lord, you have been our dwelling place. 
May your deeds be shown to your servants, 

Your splendor to their children.
May the favor of God rest upon us, O God! 

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home!

Congregation:
Before the hills in order stood,

Or earth received its frame,
From everlasting you are God,

To endless years the same.

Congregation:
O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come,

Still be our guard while troubles last, 
And our eternal home! Amen!
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Use Me, Lord ........................................................................................... Hughes/Drennan
 Piano: Ellie Baldwin  Violin: Noah Kelly

Use me, Lord: use me for your service.
Use me, Lord; use me to do your will.

How I pray, make my life count for you each day.
And so I say, use me, Lord, today.

Use me, Lord; use me to tell love’s story.
Use me, Lord; use me to lift your name.

How I pray, make my life count for you each day.
And so I say, use me, Lord, today..

Use me, Lord.

Secure .................................................................................................. Boersma/Courtney

A storm is raging, Lord.
The boat I sail is small and, oh, so frail.

The wind is blowing, Lord.
I cannot hold the course against the gale.

The light’ning strikes on ev’ry side, 
Nowhere to run, nowhere to hide.

Your hand alone can hold the tide, Lord, rescue me.

I am sinking, Lord.
The boat is taking water, going down.

Part the waters, Lord.
I long to plant my feet on solid ground.

Oh, Lord of earth and sky and sea,
Your hand is reaching out to me,

I know that You have heard my plea, My hope is sure.

I am secure.
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Unity .................................................................................................... Benjamin Bedroske

Be humble and gentle,
Be patient, bearing with one another in love.

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
Through the bond of peace.

There is one body and one Spirit,
Just as you were called to one hope when you were called,

One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
One God and Father of all.

Who is over all, and through all.

Be humble, be gentle,
Bearing with one another in love

The New Jerusalem (CW 215) ...................................................................... Bruce Vantine
 Piano: Kayla Schnose

Then I saw a new heaven and earth;
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,

Prepared as a bride coming down from God.

Jerusalem, when shall I come to thee?
When shall my sorrows have an end?

Thy joys when shall I see?

Jerusalem, thou silver stream, 
In you life’s currents flow;

Upon your banks on every side,
The flower of life shall grow.

And the Holy City had no need of the sun or moon,
For its light was of God’s glory; 

The light is glory from God, the light is the Lamb.

Jerusalem, God, grant that I may see
Thine endless joy and of that love partaker ever be.



Soon We Will Be Done ................................................................................. Kyle Pederson
 Piano: Lily Herman

Done with hatred and done with war;  
come lift the lonely, come lift up the poor.

 
Soon we will be done with the troubles of the world  

Goin’ home to live with God.  
No more weepin’ and wailin’  
Goin’ home to live with God.

 
Done  

with the racism, and sexism, and all the isms and prisons that bind us,  
that blind us from the hurt of another. 

I want to be done,  
with addiction, with any affliction that takes a hold and won’t let go,  

and speaks in lies and fiction. 

I want to be done,  
with the things that divide us instead of unite us,  

like the walls we build, the hate instilled,  
we fill with judgment inside us.

 
I want to be done,  

done with the violence, and the silence when facing injustice,  
but I wonder if you’d trust us if love was our compass.

 
SOON, when we come together, when  

WE stand up for each other, we  
WILL offer these hands and feet and  

BE love, compassion and grace; goin’ home to God, 
oh, Thy will be DONE. 
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Day by Day (CWS 765) ....................................................................... arr. Donald Busarow
 Trio: Elise Kopp, Gracie Lamb & Hannah Rux

Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,
Bringing comfort to my anxious soul;

Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me,
Draw me nearer to my heavenly goal.

Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,
Brings to naught the burdens of my quest;

Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,
Where, at last, I’ll find eternal rest.

Day by day, I know you will provide me
Strength to serve and wisdom to obey;
I will seek your loving will to guide me
O’er the paths I struggle day by day.

I will fear no evil of the morrow, 
I will trust in your enduring grace.

Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow
Till in glory I behold your face.

Oh, what joy to know that you are near me
When my burdens grow too great to bear;
Oh, what joy to know that you will hear me

When I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.
Day by day, no matter what befalls me,

I will know the comfort of your love.
Savior, with your presence here to guide me,

I will reach at last my home above.



Soprano
Megan Beardslee ............. Saginaw, MI
Esther Chu .................... Beijing, China
Kennedy Doble ............... Ortonville, MI
Lily Herman ...................... Flushing, MI
Elise Kopp ........................ Saginaw, MI
Shayla LeVasseur ............. Bay City, MI
Madison Martin ................ Saginaw, MI
Olivia Needham ............... Saginaw, MI
Ashlyn Restovic ......... West Branch, MI
Nicole Trapp ..................... Saginaw, MI
Camile Yin ..................... Beijing, China

Alto
Ellie Baldwin ................ St. Charles, MI
Lauren Blaine .................. Hemlock, MI
Leah Domke ............... Webberville, MI
Grace Lamb ..................... Saginaw, MI
Paige Natalie ............ Federal Way, WA
Maia Pankow .................... Bay City, MI
Hannah Rux ..................... Saginaw, MI
Kayla Schnose ................ Dearborn, MI
Abry Waters ...................... Midland, MI

Tenor
Sam Allar ................... Grand Blanc, MI
Spencer Biga ....................... Dexter, MI
Dylan Diem ....................... Bay City, MI
Noah Kelly ........................ Saginaw, MI
Lukas LaGalo ................ Bridgeport, MI
Noel Sewdyal ................... Queens, NY
Grant Watson ...................... Adrian, MI 

Bass
Daniel Hilgendorf .......... Kawkawlin, MI
Isaiah Kober ................. Loganville, GA
Andy Liu ........................ Beijing, China
Justin Peter ....................... Portage, MI
Drew Reif ......................... Saginaw, MI
Ben Schoch .................. Chesaning, MI
Eli Slangor ................. Grand Blanc, MI
Jack VanLue ....................... Vassar, MI
Elijah Zelenka .................. Saginaw, MI

Director - Prof. Leonard A. Proeber

Meet the Choir
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2020-21 Tour Schedule
October 18  Hope, St. Charles    9:00 am
November 1  Trinity, Bay City    8:30 & 11:00 am
January 17  Good Shepherd, Burton   10:30 am
January 24  Good Shepherd, Midland   8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 am
February 14  Good Shepherd, Alma   10:15 am
March 14  St. Paul’s, Saginaw    8:00 & 10:30 am
March 21  St. Paul, Mayville    9:00 am
April 9      St. Paul, Columbus, OH              7:00 pm
April 10    Resurrection, Centerville, OH      4:30 pm
April 11    Immanuel, Findlay, OH                 8:00 & 10:30 am
April 12    Zion, Monroe                                1:45 pm
April 18  Homecoming Concert at MLS  7:00 pm
April 25  Cross of Glory, Washington  8:00 & 10:30 am
May 9   St. John, Hemlock    9:00 am
May 16  St. John’s, Saginaw    10:00 am
May 28  MLS Commencement Concert   7:00 pm
May 29  MLS Graduation Service   10:30 am
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I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; 
 before the ‘gods’ I will sing your praise.
I will bow down toward your holy temple, 
 and will praise your name 
 for your love and your faithfulness, 
for you have exalted above all things 
 your name and your Word
    
    Psalm 138:1-2

Before you today you have thirty-six voices that love to praise the Lord with all of their heart.  You will 
see that, both in the words that they sing and in their expressions as they sing.  They love to praise the 
Lord because they know of and trust in the Lord’s love and faithfulness. 

While they formally present themselves before you today in flowing robes and they sing in tuneful 
harmony, the reality is that they are not that different from the person in the pew.  Like you they struggle 
with doubts and self-consciousness.  Like you they wonder what their purpose is in life or how they fit 
in God’s kingdom.  Like you they are anxious about the present and confused about the future.  In so 
many ways they are just like you.  

That’s why they don’t want you to focus on them, but on the message they proclaim.  In song, these thirty-
six voices are lifting up the name of the Lord in joyful praise because they know that salvation comes 
through him.  In him they have found their joy and strength.  In his Word they have been instructed and 
encouraged.  As you listen, remember that it is his Word that they present to you today in song.

Many of the students in front of you will continue their training to proclaim that Word in classrooms and 
churches across our nation.  That is the special purpose of Michigan Lutheran Seminary, to encourage 
another generation of heralds to proclaim the faithfulness and love of God in the public ministry of the 
Gospel.  Last year, fifty-percent of the graduating class of MLS enrolled at Martin Luther College, the 
WELS college of ministry.  The remaining half are well-prepared to serve in local congregations in 
children’s ministry or as leaders in their congregations.  

For giving us that single-purpose mission, we thank you.  For your prayers and your generous support 
over the past 110 years of this blessed ministry, we thank you. For your fellowship in the teachings of 
Jesus Christ and our partnership in the Gospel, we thank and praise our God with you.

Loving and serving Him,

Rev. Mark T. Luetzow


