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Dear members and friends of Immanuel, 

 God has promised to be with us always, and he has shown that by providing for our needs 

through the past months. We pray that you have remained close to his Word through your own 

Bible reading, and through watching our services and devotions on-line.  The Lord has also 

provided the opportunity to receive his Supper through our church. 

 In March, our Church Council decided to suspend in-person services. We did that for the 

safety of our members and our community—we do not want anyone contracting this virus, or 

spreading it to others. We also were respecting the governing authorities. The governor of Ohio 

had exempted churches from his “Stay at Home” order, but encouraged groups to follow the 

guidelines. The mayor of Findlay asked churches not to hold services. They did not order us, but 

we felt it best to follow their guidance.  

 Now, as many other groups in Ohio are “re-opening,” we plan to offer in-person services 

once again for those who are comfortable attending. We can do this, mindful that religious 

gatherings are exempt from the governor’s “Stay Safe Ohio” order, and with the encouragement 

of the mayor of Findlay and Hancock Health Department.  

 Our plan is to offer services Sundays at 10:00 AM beginning May 31st, and Wednesdays 

at 7:00 PM beginning June 3rd. Sunday School for youth and adults will not meet at this time.  

 We ask that everyone who is feeling ill please stay home that day.  

 If you are more comfortable worshiping at home at this time, or if you are at high risk for 

illness because of age or health issues, please stay home with no stigma or guilt. We will 

continue to live-stream our Sunday services on Facebook (at 10:00 AM starting May 31st), and 

that service will be available to watch afterwards on Facebook and on our website.  

  In line with the health department guidelines, we encourage everyone who attends to 

wear a face mask, at least while walking in and walking out of the church. We hope to have a 

few masks available at church for those who don’t have one, so you can use that (and take it with 

you afterwards).  

And while we love to see each other, we ask that everyone not shake hands, and stay six 

feet apart while talking with others.  

If you would like to visit with others after worship (we know we haven’t seen each other 

in a while), please do so outside to avoid a bottleneck in the narthex and parlor.  

 

 Here are some of the steps we will take to keep everyone safe: 

1. The church will be cleaned thoroughly between services. 

2. We encourage everyone to use hand sanitizer when entering and leaving the building. 

3. Ushers and greeters will wear face masks.  

4. If possible, greeters will open the outside door as you enter.  



5. We will not have coffee or food in the parlor. Water fountains will be closed off. You 

may bring your own water or coffee.  

6. For now we will close our nursery. We hope children can stay with their parents for now.  

7. We will block off every other row of chairs, and we ask you to sit three seats away from 

other families.  

8. We will use bulletins and not hymnals. Bulletins will be left on a table for you to pick 

one up when you arrive. We ask you to take your bulletin with you or throw it out as you 

leave.  

9. While some WELS churches are temporarily not singing, we plan to allow 

congregational singing, but encourage you not to sing “up” but toward your lap.   

10. We will not pass an offering plate. Instead, you can leave your offering in a plate as you 

leave church; an usher will be standing by each offering plate after worship until the 

offerings are put away. You may also mail in your offering or give on-line.  

11. We will not have attendance registers. Instead we ask you to fill out an attendance card 

(you can bring your own pen or use one of ours) and leave the card by the offering plates. 

12. The ushers will direct each row of people to leave after worship.  

13. We plan to have someone sanitize the doors and bathroom sinks during the service.  

 

We are delaying the celebration of Communion until Sunday, June 7 (Youth Confirmation), 

and after that offering it on the second and last weeks of each month. Here is a summary of how 

we plan to distribute the elements: 

1. At the time of distribution, pastor and the elders will wear face masks and gloves.  

2. Members will walk to the front, staying six feet apart. You will receive the hostbread 

from pastor first, then an individual cup from an elder (no common cup).  

3. We will ask communicants to cup their hands for pastor to drop the wafer into your 

hands.  

4. The elder will have a tray of cups behind him. He will place one cup on a stand for you to 

take as you walk over to him. Again, pastor and elders will wear gloves.    

5. You will deposit the cup as normal by the side aisle as you walk back to your seat.  

6. Anyone preferring private Communion is encouraged to contact Pastor for that.  

 

All of our plans will change in coming weeks, as we get further guidance and perhaps 

recognize better ways of serving. We hope that these plans will meet the concerns that members 

have. If you have further questions or concerns, speak to Pastor or an elder.  

This is a special opportunity for us to be “kind and compassionate to one another” (Eph. 

4:32) as we talk with members and visitors who have different ideas on the best way to proceed. 

Some people will find it difficult, even upsetting, to stay six feet apart, or to consider wearing a 

mask; some may be upset if others are not wearing a mask throughout the service. Some will 

come to church to worship, others will watch at home. We don’t want to judge others’ choices. 

We should each focus on loving others. We recognize that the precautions we are asked to 

take are for our safety and for the safety of others. So we can accept these changes even if they 

may be different from our own preference.  

Most of all, we know that our risen Savior is in charge at all times. And he will bless us as 

we worship his Name, whether in church or on-line.  


